MINUTES OF THE

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF THE WINCHESTER HOUSING AUTHORITY
A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners was convened on August 14, 2007 at 7:30 PM at 41 Palmer  Street, Winchester, Massachusetts 01890.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss regular housing authority business.



I. 
A quorum was declared present based on the presence of the following Commissioners: Anne Bailey Berman, Richard M. Rohan, and James Skahan, Jr.

Other people attending the meeting were: Joseph M. Lally and Bernard Goba.
The Board of Commissioners took the following actions:

II
REGULAR MEETING
The Board discussed the various proposals under consideration by the Board of Selectmen for the Hamilton Farm property.
Bernard Goba presented the Board with his the results of his feasibility study of the sites owned or controlled by the WHA as possible locations for a DMR group home.  The study was conducted to determine the feasibility of building a DMR group home on a WHA owned or controlled lot and whether the WHA would be able to comply with local zoning and building codes on the various sites. He recommended that the WHA sites that would best comply with zoning ordinances would be Highland and Lockeland properties.
The Chair stated that the developers, Taurus and Highland, are being required by the Town  to present a clear cut proposal to the Board of Selectmen by the end of August. She believed that this would  also include a standard for spending the developer’s contribution to the affordable housing trust fund. She advocates for the provision for a group home of certain size with developer purchasing a lot of at least 16, 000 square feet of proper dimensions be included in the proposal. 

Commissioner Skahan favored provision for a group home in the Hamilton Farm proposal. If the WHA utilizes land we own, we lose a one-family low income housing unit. Other may argue that we do not have adequate low income family housing in Town, however a group home is more advantageous than family housing because it would provide five 40B units.

A motion was made by Richard Rohan and seconded by James Skahan to make the following recommendation to the Board of Selectmen regarding the Hamilton Farm selection process:

“The Winchester Housing Authority recommends that the developer selected to purchase and develop the Hamilton Farm property be required at a minimum to purchase a developable lot and construct on that lot a group home with five bedrooms for no less than five retarded and mobility impaired individuals. The home should be constructed in such a manner that complies with local community standards of design and construction, the guidelines set forth by the Department of Mental Retardation, and with local zoning ordinances to the maximum extent feasible including height, set-back and side-lot requirements. Further, the design and construction shall provide adequate parking be for the staff and residents, and recreational space on the grounds for the residents.”
The motion carried by a unanimous vote of the Board.

V.
NEXT MEETING
 
The next regular meeting of the Winchester Housing Authority Board of Commissioners will be held on Tuesday September 26, 2007 at 13 Westley Street, Winchester, Massachusetts at 7:30 pm.
There being no further business, the meeting was duly adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Joseph M. Lally

Executive Director

